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Series 6 May-June-Ocroser, 1920 Number 2 


From Maine to California 


So great an impetus was given to Pi Kappa Delta by the third biennial 
convention last spring that before the close of the academic year no less 
than nine new chapters had been granted by the National Council, Adding 
to these the South Dakota Delta and Epsilon chapters granted at the Con- 
vention, and the Iowa Zeta chapter which had been granted earlier in the 
year, we have a grand total of twelve new chapters for 1919-20. Nor in 
these have we counted Nebraska Alpha which we reinstated just before the 
convention. By the entrance of Pi Kappa Delta into Colby College, Mainc, 
we have reached our “Farthest East”, We have planted our feet on the 
Atlantic seaboard where there are many institutions of just the type in 
which Pi Kappa Delta finds its best field cf activity. We consider ourselves 
fortunate in having our first eastern chapter in an institution with the tra- 
ditons and standards of Colby College. The addition of Sioux Falls College 
and the South Dakota State College to the South Dakota group rounds out 
admirably Pi Kappa Delta in that state. The five institutions having chap- 
ters already have interforensic relations and can do much to build up the 
district organization recommended by the last convention, Nebraska Alpha 
after her period of inactivity was so filled with missionary zeal that she 
brought into her state three new chapters, Cotner, Doane, and Hastings. All 
three are in excellent colleges where our ideals should thrive. It seems, too, 
as though the end were not yet in Nebraska, All of this bodes well for dis- 
trict organization in that state. Henry Kendall in Oklahoma and Park in 
Missouri are enthusiastic institutions that will strengthen our Order greatly 
in their respective states. Besides these, chapters have been granted to Mac- 
alester College in St. Paul, an excellent beginning for Minnesota; to Carthage 
College, a strong institution in Illinois; and to Kansas Wesleyan, where a 
chapter was granted at the first convention but killed by faculty objection. 
As THE FORENSIC goes to press, it is expected that the chapter at Carthaze 
College is being installed. 

The outlook, then, at the beginning of 1920-21 is most encouraging. If 
our chapters can keep the ball rolling, Pi Kappa Delta is going to sweep the 
country. There are dozens of good colleges doing a high grade of forensic 
work but having no forensic organization. By entering them with Pi Kappa 
Delta and its ideals, we should be serving them, we should be serving the 
high cause of forensics, we should be serving vitally our democracy. 


Our New Chapters 


To the following eight chapters which have been installed since the 
Sioux City Convention last spring, Pi Kappa Delta gives its heartiest good 
wishes and warmest welcome, May they eacn and every one strive diligently 
to promote those ideals for which our Order stands. We have space for 
only a few notes concerning each one. 


1. Henry Kendall College (Oklahoma Beta) Tulsa, Oklahoma, founded 1894, 
under Presbyterian auspices. Installed, April 15, 1920, by Professor J, 
R. Pelsma, assisted by Brothers Beck and Warz of Oklahoma Alpha, The 
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program consisted of a banquet followed by an intercollegiate debate, 
Henry Kendall vs. Oklahoma A. & M. Ten charter members, 


Sioux Falls College (South Dakota psilon) Sioux Fals, South Dakota, 
founded 1883, under Baptist auspices, Installed May 3, 1920, by National 
Secretary Chas. A, Marsh, assisted by Jean Brady of South Dakota 
Gamma and M. M. Brumbaugh of South Dakota Apha. Installation fol- 
lowed by banquet. Eight charter members, 


3. South Dakota State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts (South 
Dakota Delta), founded 1881. Installed May 19, 1920, by National Secre- 
tary Chas. A. Marsh. Installation followed by banquet at which presi- 
dent and dean of the college were guests. Eight charter members. 
(Brookings, South Dakota,) 

4. Cotner University (Nebraska Beta) Bethany, Nebraska, founded 1888, 
under Christian auspices. Installed, May 24, 1920, by E. H. Wells, Reg- 
istrar of Nebraska Wesleyan University, assisted by Lola Duncan and 
Carl Schmidt, all of Nebraska Alpha. Nine charter members, 

5. Doane College (Nebraska Gamma), Crete, Nebraska, founded 1872, under 
Congregational auspices, Installed May 26, 1920, by E, H. Wells, assiste-t 
by Lola Duncan and Carl Schmidt, all of Nebraskak Alpha. 9 charter 
members. 

6. Park College (Missouri Beta), Parkville, Missouri, founded 1875, under 

Presbyterian auspices. Installed May 29, 1920, by National President 

John R. Macarthur. Ten charter members. 

Hastings College (Nebraska Delta) Hastings, Nebraska, founded 1873, 

under Presbyterian auspices. Installed June 9, 1920, by E, H. Wells of 

Nebraska Alpha. Installation in Presbyterian church, followed by ban- 

quet. Ten charter members. 

8. Colby College (Maine Alpha), Waterville, Maine, founded 1820, under 
Baptist auspices. Installed June 26, 1920, by Seibert Fairman, graduate 
member of Kansas Gamma, Ten charter members. 


rw 


Chapters of Delta Sigma Rho and Tau Kappa Alpha 


It will be of interest to members of Pi Kappa Delta to know the location 
of the chapters of the larger honorary forensic organizations. Those of 
Delta Sigma Rho are taken from The Gavel of January, 1920, and those of 
Tau Kappa Alpha from The Speaker of April, 1920. Where no word follows 
the name, it may be assumed that ‘‘University” is omitted. 

Delta Sigma Rho: Chicago, Illinois, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Northwestern, Wisconsin, Ohio Wesleyan, George Washington Indiana, Vir- 
ginia, Missouri, Beloit College, Brown, Harvard, Iowa State College, Penn- 
sylvania, Texas, Yale, Colorado, Columbia, Dartmouth, Kansas, Ohio, Syra- 
cuse, Wesleyan, Williams College, Albion College, Carleton College, Cornell, 
Knox College, North Dakota, Princeton, Stanford, Swarthmore College, 
Western Reserve, Allegheny College, Amherst College, Iowa State Teachers’ 
College, Oklahoma, Colgate, Washington and Lee, Bates College, DePauw, 
Southern California, Mount Holyoke College, Pennsylvania State College, 
Vassar College. Washington and Jefferson, Washington State College, 
Wyoming. 

Tau Kappa Alpha: Alabama, Arkansas, Bethany College (W, Va.), But- 
ler College, Cincinnati, Clark College, Colorado College, Coluntbia, Denver, 
Dickingson College, Emory and Henry College, Harvard, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Lafayette College, Lawrence College, Louisiana, Miami, Mississippi Mon- 
mouth College, Montana, Muskingum College, New York, North Carolina, 
Occidental College, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania College, Purdue, Randolph 
Macon College, Rhode Island State, Richmond College, St. Lawrence, South 
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Dakota, Southern California, Southern Methodist, Tennessee, Trinity College 
(N. C.), Utah, Vanderbilt, Vermont, Wabash (Indiana), Washington, West- 
minster College (Pa.) 

Pi Kappa Delta: Redlands, Colorado Agricultural College, Colorado 
Teachers’ College, Illinois Wesleyan, Eureka College, Carthage College, Iowa 
Wesleyan, Morningside College, Simpson College, Parsons College, Ottawa, 
Washburn College, Kansas State Agricultural College, Southwestern College 
(Kansas), Fairmount College, Kansas State Normal School, Kansas Wes- 
leyan, Kalamazoo College, Malcalester College, Westminster College (Mo.), 
Park College, Nebraska Wesleyan, Cotner College, Doane College, Hastings 
College, Colby College, Oklahoma A, & M, College, Henry Kendall College, 
Dakota Wesleyan, Yankton College, Huron College, South Dakota Agricul- 
tural College, Sioux Falls College, Ripon College, Alabama Polytechnic In- 
stitute, Central College, (Ia.), Highland Park College, Wofford College, 


A Message From the National Treasurer 


The members of Pi Kappa Delta who nave tried to purchase keys since 
the new treasurer went into office have, no doubt, lost all patience with that 
officer when their orders have not been filled for three, four, and even six 
months. The treasurer wishes to state puolicly that the fault has not been 
his and that he has worried more over the problem than any one else, 

We have an official jeweler. The national treasurer orders keys from 
him paying in advance, In that way he has cur money and we have no hold 
on him. He has been unable to give service for several months and we 
have been unable to force him to. I desire it understood, however that 
this condition has not developed through eny dereliction of your national 
officers. The treasurer has exhausted every means available to compel 
fair attention to our orders. He has been backed up in this by the other 
national officers, especially the president, We are at last in a position to 
terminate our relations if satisfactory service is not immediately forthcom- 
ing. This involves more than is at once apparent and represents a good 
deal of work on the part of the national officers, 

This statement is not made to defend myself personally or to clear my 
personal record. The national officers more or less direct the affairs of 
the fraternity. The welfare of the fraternity demands that these officers 
be such that the individual members of the fraternity can have confidence in 
them. This letter is written to declare that the national officers have not 
been remiss in their duties and that the miserable key situation was beyond 
their power to prevent. Please support your national officers with the con- 
fidence and assurance that they are doing ali they can to serve you, 


ALFRED WESTFALL, 


Propositions for Debate 


The following are some of the questions to be considered during the com- 
ing season by institutions having chapters of Pi Kappa Delta: 

Intercollegiate Athletics should ‘be abolished (Women’s Debate). 

A progressive tax on land should be adopted in the United States. 

Resolved that the Kansas law for the arbitration of industrial disputes 
should be generally adopted. 

Resolved that the League of Nations should be adopted, 


The Oklahoma A, & M, College during the past year won unanimous de- 
cisions in four out of five debates. Their teams met Kalamazoo, Henry 
Kendall, and Oklahoma City Colleges. 
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Upon Being Businesslike 


All good members of our Order are thoroughly convinced that the woman 
or man who has been trained in oratory or debate possesses something 
which will contribute greatly to success in life. The ability to speak well, 
however, is not all that is needed. With this must be coupled the quality 
of being businesslike, of being prompt in keeping appointments, in answer- 
ing letters, in paying debts, This point we should like to impress most 
strongly upon our membership, National Officers every year have had to 
write two, three, and four times, have even fad to send telegrams in order 
to secure some piece of news that ought to appear in a forthcoming issue 
of THE FORENSIC. The National Treasurer has to write again and again 
to some chapters for dues. They generally come at last after an unseemly 
amount of dunning which takes valuable time and patience. We might 
state in parenthesis that neither the National Treasurer nor any National 
Officer receives any money for the lost time nor for any time that he 
spends in the service of Pi Kappa Delta. Is this putting of officers to in- 
convenience businesslike? How are people who act in this fashion going to 
succeed after leaving college? The excuse is always given that the de- 
linquent chapter officer is “busy”. Undoubtedly so, Everyone who is 
worth anything is “busy”, Even the National Officers themselves are busy 
men—every one of them. Is it fair to compel them to write several letters 
instead of one? Is it fair to the order to delay an issue of the magazine for 
from four to six weeks simply because some persons who are “busy” just 
ignore requests or neglect to take a little time to be courteous and busi- 
nesslike? The fine authorized by the last Convention may help somewhat; 
but is there not a highly important educational principle involved here? 
Our colleges are training people for life. They aim to develop in them 
qualities which make for success. When students are as unbusinesslike 
as we have indicated, does it seem as thovgh their institutions were ac- 
cecmplishing their purpose? We recommend that any officer of Pi Kappa 
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Delta, who finds himself so “busy” that he cannot attend properly to the 
duties for which his office calls, either resign in favor of someone—perhaps 
less popular—who can and will act, or, failing that, that he be asked to re- 
sign by the chapter. 


Apropos of the Above 


Article V, ‘Division A, 3, of the Constitution reads as follows: 

“No Local Chapter shall be allowed to 1retain its Charter if its Active 
membership for any school year falls below five, The membership on May 
15th shall be considered as the membership for the current year. Each 
chapter shall report on its membership to the National President on or be- 
fore this date, and upon failure to do so may be suspended,” 

Last year, at least two chapters paid no dues whatever to the National 
Treasurer. The National Council knows indirectly that in each chapter 
there were at least five members; but inasmuch as no fees were sent in 
and no report of membership was made the chapters in question should 
have been suspended. The National Council, however, does not wish to be 
unnecessarily harsh; but has sent out the statement that from now on any 
chapter not sending to the National Treasurer, within one academic year, 
the dues for at least five members, will be declared inactive and will be 
suspended. During the period of the war, it was necessary for the National 
Council to ‘be lenient in the application of this ruling; but now that the 
colleges have returned to normal conditions, such leniency is unnecessary 
—indeed, it would be detrimental to the Order. We might note in passing 
that despite the fact that the new Constitution with this ruling was in the 
hands of all members before May 15th in the spring issue .of THE 
FORENSIC, only some half dozen chapters reported their membership to the 
National President. Do let us be businesslike! Let as many members as 
possible pay their dues early in the year, By so doing you will lessen the 
heavy load which the National Treasurer is carrying. The problem of 
finances in these days is extremely difficult, The publishing of THE 
FORENSIC costs more and more money which must be furnished through 
the treasury. Cooperate, be businesslike, and in so doing show that your 
college education is bearing fruit. 


Equal Suffrage 


Of great importance to Pi Kappa Delta is the passage of the Nineteenth 
Amendment. Our Order makes no distinction in its membership between 
men and women. The Nineteenth Amendment, of course, brings nothing 
to those of our women members who live in states where Equal Suffrage has 
existed, But to those members to whom this right comes for the first time 
it brings responsibilities to which those belonging to Pi Kappa Delta must 
rise. What significance the Pi Kappa Delta key has now to the women of our 
Order! Their chance has come to participate to the full in citizenship in our 
democracy. We know that they will use their gifts and opportunities in 
meking America better and greater. They vill themselves exemplify an in- 
telligent and active citizenship and will be leaders in bringing thir emanci- 
peted sisters up to the standards which our Order sets before all those be- 
longing to it. 


The one judge system was used in the women’s debate between Morning- 
side and Dakota Wesleyan last May. Professor Fogg, head of the depart- 


ment of public speaking at the University of Nebraska, officiated at Sioux 
City. 
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Where Are the Exchanges ? 


By dint of much dunning the Editor last spring had succeeded in ex- 
changing THE FORENSIC with the majority of the papers in institutions 
where Pi Kappa Delta has chapters. Early in September he notified the 
editors of these papers of his change of address and a few days later wrote 
to the president of every chapter asking him to see that the college papers 
were sent to him as had been done last year, It is now well on in October and 
the Editor has received as yet copies of only SIX out of a possible THIRTY- 
FIVE. This is the honor roll: 

Collegian Reporter (Morningside). 
Rocky Mountain Collegian 
Washburn Review, 

Kansas State Normal Bulletin. 
Huron Alphomega, 

Yankton Student. 

IS YOUR PAPER AMONG THE SIX? 

If not, why not? Won’t you please see «tout this at once? See if the 
paper is being sent still to Manhattan, Kansas, instead of to the California 
Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California. By sending the paper you 
will help the Editor to pass along forensic news from chapter to chapter and 
will promote the national feeling that is imperative for the best interests of 
the Order. 


Concerning Ages 


With the entrance of Maine Alpha into the ranks of Pi Kappa Delta we 
have come into our oldest institution, Colby College was founded in 1820 
and hence celebrated its centennial this year Of the other institutions in 
which we have chapters, Kalamazoo College comes next, founded in 1833. 
Iowa Wesleyan, founded in 1844, holds third place; Westminster, founded in 
1849, fourth; and Illinois Wesleyan, founded in 1850, fifth. 


Please Note 


1. That at the last Convention the membership fee was advanced from 
$1.50 to $2.00. 

2. That the National President and Editor of THE FORENSIC has 
changed his address from K. §S. A. C,, Manhattan, Kansas, to the California 
Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California 





New Business for Chapter Meetings 


We recommend strongly that every chapter add to its regular order of 
business the reading, for at least five minutes, of the Revised Constitution, 
the Ritual, or portions of the Proceedings cf the last Convention, By ar- 
ranging this business in such a way that all three of these will be read 
through at least once in the year, the chapter will find its members becom- 
ing much more intelligent in matters pertaining to Pi Kappa Delta and hence 
more interested in it. 





The method used for conducting the Smith Extemporaneous Speaking 
contest at Huron is interesting, Thirty minutes before the opening of the 
first speech a list of fifteen subjects is posted. Some of the topics chosen 
by the contestants were, “The Work of the American Legion,” ‘The Small 
College,” “The Future of Russia,” ‘“Americanization,’ “Problems of the 
Church,” 
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News Notes 


In the annual extemporaneous speaking contest held at Whittier College 
a preliminary tryout was held on April 21st. At this six speakers out of 
fourteen were selected for the finals, which were held on May 2nd. At the 
preliminary contest each speaker had to speak on the subject, “Why I be- 
lieve ————— should be elected President of the United States,” The topic 
Was announced only three hours in advance of the contest. Shortly after 
the results of the tryouts were made known, a list of eight topics was posted 
upon which the six future contestants were to prepare. They covered 4 
variety of subjects. Although each speaker bad to be prepared upon all of 
the subjects, the actual subject upon which all of the six persons were tu 
talk was not announced until three hours hefore the final contest, The 
time of the speeches was limited to ten minutes. The Community Bank of 
Whittier offered a silver cup upon which the names of winners of the con- 
test for ten successive years are to be engraved. 

* * * * 

Eureka College celebrated victories in debate over rival teams by a 
burial service for the goats of their forensic opponents, One of their bards 
breaks forth in Pegasus in verses, one of which is the following: 

“There little goat, don’t cry; 

You are buried in dust, I know; 

And the beautiful dream 

Of Millikin’s team 

Is the thing of weeks ago. 

But Millikin’s goats must always die; 
So there little goat, don’t cry” 


Eureka defeated throughout the season, Illinois Wesleyan, James Millikin, 
and Iowa Wesleyan. She lost one side of a Freshman-Sophomore debate 
with James Milliken, She gained, in all, four unanimous decisions. 

& * * * 

The annual initiation of members into the Kansas Alpha chapter is made 
a part of the commencement week program. The purpose of this arrange- 
ment is to give alumni attending commencement an opportunity to attend 
the initiation and to keep in touch with the ideals and progress of Pi Kappa 
Dela. Without some such arrangement, some of the graduate members may 
be away for several years, may never hear the ritual, may not know the re- 
cent policies of the Order, or may never be associated with the existing 
members, Kansas Alpha sent out letters to all alumni members inviting 
them to come to commencement and to plan specially to be present for the 
initiation. The plan succeeded admirably, thirty-nine persons being present 
at the initiation and the banquet which followed, 

” * * * 


Great enthusiasm is manifested in contests in reading, oratory, violin, 
piano, voice, and extemporaneous speaking, held annually at Southwestern 
College. A fellowship offered by Mr. J, R. Cottingham of Oklahoma City, 
amounting to $250 cash, was won by Miss Helen Good of Marion, Kansas, 
with her oration, “The Supremacy of Law.” So many were the entries into 
these contests that eliminations had to be held, The second and third 
places were won by Orlo Robertson of Winfield with an oration entitled 


“Americanism” and Miss Ruth Fulton of Kiowa on “Our Debt to the Kansas 
Pioneers.” 


* * * * 

University of California debaters have accepted a challenge from Prince- 
ton for a debate to be held in the East this December, The result of this 
contest together with the outcome of the Yale-Stanford debate which will be 
held in November will determine the inter-sectional forensic championship. 
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Robert Crawford won the fifth annual Smith Extemporaneous Speaking 
contest on May 7th, This contest was instituted in 1916 when Mr. W, C. 
Smith, a jeweler of Huron, gave Huron College a large silver loving cup 
which remains the permanent property of the public speaking department 
but on which the name of the winner from year to year is to be engraved. 
In addition to this contest Huron College has the Thomas Maynard Decla- 
mation contest, open to sophomores and freshmen only. Prizes of fifteen 
and ten dollars are provided for the winners of first and second places in 
this contest. This year the declamation contest was won by Roland Ran- 
dolph. 

«k * * * 

Washburn awarded thirteen forensic letters last spring. Of the twenty- 
two “W” pins awarded for participation in school activities under the point 
system, four were gained by members of Pi Kappa Delta. Kelsey Gardner 
was president of the Student Council; Ray Lawless was identified with the 
Y. M. C, A. and Student Council; Geneva Se} bold is president of the Y, W. 
Cc. A.; and Helen Jorgensen is manager of the Girls’ Glee Club and active 
in the Y, W. C, A. 

* a + * 

In fourteen years of intercollegiate debating, Dakota Wesleyan has won 
33 contests and lost 7. In 30 debates with schools in the state she has won 
23 and lost 7. Of 35 men’s debates she has won 22 and lost 13. Of nine 
Academy debates she has won 9 and lost 1. During the last six years she 
has held the state debate championship 5 times and tied for honors the 
sixth. The Academy has held four consecutive championships. 

* * * ae 

J. W. Barger of Kansas Gamma was awarded the debate scholarship for 
men offered by the English department of the Kansas State Agricultural 
College. The scholarship for women was awarded to Miss Christine Cool, a 
member of Zeta Kappa Psi, the national honorary women’s forensic fra- 
ternity which has its Alpha chapter at this school. These debate scholar- 
ships amount to one hundred dollars each, 

*~ * * & 


The Kansas State Agricultural College is planning a heavy debate sched- 
ule for the coming year. The annual debate with Iowa State College will be 
continued. There is expected to be both a men’s and a women’s debate with 
the Emporia Normal, There will be a women’s triangular with the Pittsburz 
Normal and Southwestern. The women, too, are trying to secure a debate 
with women of Kansas University. 

* ~ * * 

Professor J. R. Pelsma, has resigned his position as Coach of Debate at 
the Oklahoma A. & M. to take a similar position at the Pittsburg State Nor- 
mal, Pittsburg, Kansas. During his stay at Stillwater, Professor Pelsma’s 
teams have engaged in fifteen intercollegiate debates. In these fifteen debates 
forty-one votes were cast and of these the Oklahoma A. & M. receive! 
twenty-eight. 

* * * * 

The officers of Kansas Alpha are planning a campaign for the quickening 
of interest in forensics in Ottawa University. A committee is being formed 
to present to the trustees and officials of the university a definite plan for 
the more adequate recognition of forensics. Prizes will be almost doubled 


next year and the effort is being made to secure the same recognition for 
forensics as for athletics. 
* * * * 


Henry Hawley was elected manager of oratory and debate by the student 


senate of Kalamazoo College to fill out the unexpired term of H. L Car- 
penter. 
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The Chinese Student Alliance in America held three interesting sectional 
meetings in the late summer, The western section met at the University of 
California, the mid-western section at the University of Michigan, and the 
eastern at Princeton, A total of 590 Chinese students attended these con- 


ferences and took part in both Chinese and English debate and oratorical 
contests. 


* * * x 


Oberlin held a mock Republican National Convention in May. Student and 
faculty members took the parts of noted personages and delegates. Every- 
thing was carried on closely modeled after the Chicago convention. A con- 
vention newspaper, the Elephant, gave full accounts of the balloting. There 
was hot discussion upon the adoption of the Treaty and military planks of 
the platform, 

* * * *~ 

Two members of South Dakota Alpha gradvating last spring are going as 
foreign missionaries. Ray Spear has been assigned to Rangoon, Burma, 
where he will teach. Kenneth Harkness is going to Portuguese East Africa, 
where he also will teach. Before leaving, Mr. Harkness is to be married to 
Miss Marguerite Sherwood of Mitchell. 

7 7 ok * 

In a dual debate between Kansas State and the Warrensburg Normals on 
May 17, the women’s team which went to Warrensburg was defeated and 
the men’s team which came to Emporia was defeated, The question was 
American intervention in Mexico. At Emporia, immediately following the 
debate, the Kansas Zeta chapter held a reception for the teams. 

* * * * 

An annual Freshman-Sophomore debate is one of the big features of the 
college year at Ottawa University. Great e:.thusiasm is manifested. The 
chapel where the debate is held is decorated with the colors of the contend- 
ing classes. After the debate, the two classes hold their annual banquets. 

* ok * * 

Dakota Wesleyan is boasting of its freshman class of last year. The class 
of ’23 seems to have entered into every student activity. Three out of six 
girls in intercollegiate debate were freshmen. The class was represented 
in the “Old Line Oratorical’’ and in the “Women’s Declamation,” the win- 
ners of both first and second places being members of this class, 

a Pa » * 

Recent statistics in the Harvard Graduates’ Magazine indicate that of the 
men who receive high grades in college and university, a much larger per- 
centage comes from the public high schools tl.an from the private preparatory 
schools. Five times as many high school graduates won the collegiate de- 
gree “Summa cum Laude” as came from the private schools, 

* * + 


Jacob Trefz, Morningside College, won the Iowa State Prohibition Ora- 
torical Contest, held at Simpson College this spring, Fremont Hendrickson 
of Iowa Wesleyan placed second, and G. “. Ludwig, Western Union, third. 
The winners received in prizes $100, $35, and $15 respectively. This is the 
last I. P. A, oratorical contest to be held in Id6wa. 

* * * * 

Morningside College had a wonderful record in oratory during the past 
season. She took first place in the Iowa state women’s oratorical contes’, 
first place in the state prohibition contest, third place in the old line state 


oratorical contest, and first place in the national oratorical contest of Pi 
Kappa Delta, 


* * * 7 
Earle W. Frost of Kansas Gamma, a graduate of K, S. A. C. of last spring, 
is now a student in the law school of Columbia University. 
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Three of last spring’s graduating class at the Kansas State Normal were 
members of Pi Kappa Delta. These were Wilbur Ross, James Bursch, and 
Guy Webster. The two latter were also members of Kappa Delta Pi, a local 
honorary scholarship fraternity. 

* * * * 

Lester Posvar, graduate member of Kansas Beta, was the Washburn re- 
porter for the Topeka Capital for two years. his summer he was working 
in the commercial department of the Bell Telephone company preparatory 
to doing graduate work in political science at Kansas University. 

* * + * 


Of the graduating class at Illinois Wesleyan, Wilbur Guild won a scholar- 
ship at the University of Illinois and will go there for graduate work; and 
Frank Fagerburg, the orator, goes to the Newton Theological Seminary at 
Newton, Mass, 

* + * * 

The University of Kansas, which has had in the past one of the most suc- 
cessful examples of student government, nas recently voted to have two 
governing bodies hereafter instead of one, the two to co-ordinate as the two 
houses of a legislature. 

* * * + 

Mrs. Florence Aschenbach of Sioux Falls College (South Dakota Epsilon) 
won the state oratorical contest, and afterwards won the divisional inter- 
state contest held at Parkville, Missouri. Her oration was entitled, “What 
Made the Madonna of Raphael?” 

* * * * 

Illinois Wesleyan has planned an extensive program of building. The 
first building to be erected is a large modern well-equipped gymnasium. 
An enthusiastic discussion of the plans is found ina recent issue of the 
Argus. 

* + * a 

Herbert ‘Emery, South Dakota Alpha’s -epresentative at the Convention 
last spring, scored a great success in the leading role in J. M. Barrie’s play, 
“The Will,” given at the close of the college year, Not only did Mr. Emery 
play this part but he coached the whole company. 

th w * * 

Francis Case, a graduate mem’ber of South Dakota Alpha famous in his 
time in forensics, has greatly stimulated interest in the Academy of his alma 
mater by giving each year two medals to be competed for in the Case Ora- 
torical Contest. 

* a * + 

On May 18 seven students competed for a cash prize of twenty-five dollars 
given to the winner of the annual Washburn oratorical contest. The winner 
will represent Washburn in the Old Line State Contest next fall, 

* * * * 


After supervising an engineers’ edition of the Rocky Mountain Collegian, 
E. E, Eisenhauer of Colorado Alpha left to spend the summer doing reclama- 
tion work for the Canadian government. 

* + * * 


The Coloradao Agricultural College is planning an extensive trip for its 
women debaters next year similar to that taken by its men debaters on their 
way to the Convention last spring. 

* * oe * 

The Interstate Oratorical Contest at Hastings, Nebraska, May 7, was won 
by Indiana_ represented by Wabash College, Muskingum College of Ohio won 
second place. 
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South Dakota Gamma held its initiation last spring on a Saturday morn- 
ing in the chapel of Yankton College, The ceremony was thrown open to 
the public. Six new members were received into the Order. Afterwards a 
banquet was held in the Congregational church. 

* * * * 

At the close of the college year Kansas Delta elected as its president 
Russel Trockmorton and as secretary-treasurer Charlotte Burgert. Ten new 
members were voted into the chapter. 

* a * * 

Fairmount won a double decision over Southwestern in a women’s debate 
held near ‘ne close of the college year, The subject was American Protec- 
tion of Mexico. 

* * * * 

In “The Witching Hour,” a play given last spring by the students of Da- 
kota Wesleyan, members of South Dakota Alpha had leading parts, Those 
appearing were Lee Seymour, Leslie Fislar, Ray Spear, and Louis Todnem. 

* Po « * 

A women’s end-of-the-season debate between Dakota Wesleyan and Morn- 
ingside proved a victory for both affirmatives. The proposition was: Re- 
solved, That American cities should own and operate their own street 
railways, 

* * * * 

At the annual banquet of South Dakota Alpha, Ralph Dunbar was elected 
president for the coming year and Guy Brown corresponding secretary, Six 
new members were initiated, 

* * * * 

Professor F. L. Gilson of Kansas Zeta has a company of players called 
after him, the Gilson Players, During last season they produced with 
marked success “The Servant in the House” end “It Pays to Advertise.” 

* * * * 

John Rufi, a graduate member of Kansas Zeta who attended Columbia 
University last year, was elected to membership in Phi Kappa Delta, an 
honorary national scholarship fraternity, 

* * ” * 

The Colorado State Teachers’ College won both ends of a debabte with 
the Colorado Aggies last spring. The women of that institution met teams 
from Fort Collins and the University of Wyoming in triangular debate. 

* + * * 

Herman Sweet of South Dakota Beta was elected editor in chief of the 
Huron Alphomega and was also chosen as President of the South Dakota 
College Press Association. 

- * * * 

The question for the Pinkham-Wright debate, open to all men in Kala- 
mazoo College, was: Resolved, That the United States should become a 
mandate for Armenia. 

* * * * 

Simpson and Penn Colleges defeated Parsons in qa women’s debate on the 
Closed Shop. Parsons later in the season cebated Northwestern College at 
Naperville, Illinois. 

” * + 

At the annual oratorical contest of the Chinese Students’ Prohibition 
League, F. P, Chen, University of Michigan, won first place, and Miss Lily 
Soo-Hoo, Oberlin College, won second honors. 

* . * * 

Under the extensive system employed at K, S. A. C. between 60 and 70 
students are trained each season in debate, No student is permitted to de- 
bate twice in the season except in a pentangular contest. 
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Harry R. Evans is editor-in-chief of the Illinois Wesleyan Argus for the 
coming year, He is also Illinois Alpha’s representative in the Illinois Inter- 
collegiate Oratorical Contest in November. Evans received the first prize of 
seventy-five dollars last spring in the State Peace Oratorical Contest. 

* * *« « 

Edward Hager, graduate member of South Dakota Beta, has charge of the 
Evangelical church at Pierre and at the same time is teaching in the high 
school. Esther Lyon of the same chapter is teaching in the ‘Elkton high 
school, 

* 7 * * 

The Huron Alphomega under a ‘Do You Know” column informs its readers 
that a debate class has been organized and that there is a chance to make 
some easy money if they are good in forensics. 

* * Sd + 

Adolph Brick, the representative of Fairmount College in the Convention 
Oratorical Contest last spring, is this year attending the University of Kan- 
sa.s 

* * - * 

G. Rowland Collins, a charter member of the new Minnesota Alpha chap- 
ter, is now debate coach for New York University in New York City, Men 
coached by him will meet teams from Rutgers. Trinity, Columbia, and Yale. 

* * * + 

Two of last year’s members of Kansas Beta, Eldar Shoup and Kelsey 
Gardner, are attending Harvard University this year. Laura Rohrer of the 
same chapter is at the University of Chicago. 

* * * * 

Two of the seven men interviewed by the Rhodes Scholarship Committee 
of South Dakota this fall are members of Pi Kappa Delta; Leland Case of 
Dakota Wesleyan and Edwin Fitch of Yankton, 

* * + * 

Emil Utterback, the famous debater of Huron College, after a year’s work 
at Cornell University as fellow in the department of Public Speaking, has 
accepted a professorship at Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H. 

* * * 1” 

Burton Wasser of Kansas Beta was chosen editor-in-chief of the Wash- 
burn Review for this coming year. His opponent was Marie Wentz, also of 
Kansas Beta. 

+ * * a 

Walter Halbert of Kansas Alpha has been elected editor of the Ottawa 
Campus for the coming year. His competitor was William Snaveley, another 
Pi Kappa Delta, 

* *” * + 

Leon Hickman of Iowa Delta was made chairman of a campaign commitee 

to raise $12,500 for a new swimming pool at Morningside College. 
* * ot * 

Jacob Trefz, the brilliant Morningside orator, won hig “M” in track work 

last spring, taking first in the two mile run, 
* * * * 

Lester Graybiel of Michigan Alpha has left college to engage in salesman 

ship for the Kalamazoo Loose-Leaf Binder Company. 
* + 7 * 

Kalamazoo College on April 30th, lost both ends of a debate to Denison 

University. The subject debated was the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. 
* * oe * 

Arthur Wilson of South Dakota Gamma was elected Business Manager of 

the Yankton Student. 
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Whittier College defeated Redlands in a debate on the Arbitration of In 
dustrial Disputes, 
* * * * 
The Review of Washburn College is stimulating interest in state and na- 
tional elections among the students of that instituion. 
* * * * 
Ray Lawless, graduate member of Kansas Beta, is principal of the high 
school at Delia, Kansas. 
* * * * 
Since the beginning of her debating career in 1898, Ottawa University has 
engaged in sixty-five intercollegiate debates. 
+ * * a 
Kansas Alpha at the close of last year had the largest active membership 
in the history of the chapter. 
* * * * 
Students of both the Kansas State Agricultural College and Washburn have 
formed Republican clubs. 
* * * * 
Carrol Bradshaw of Iowa Zeta is now attending the University of Illinois 
and Dwight Krumboltz, the University of Michigan, 
* * * . 


Calvin J. Medlin, graduate member of Kansas Gamma, is with the Pub- 
licity department of Montgomery Ward and Company in Chicago. 
o” 7 * 
The Forensic Board of Ripon College elected Bruno Jacob manager of de- 
bate for 1920-21. 
* * * * 
Sylvester R. Toussaint of Wisconsin Alpna was a delegate to the Lake 
yeneva Student Conference this summer. 
+ a * * 
Professor H. P, Boody of Wisconsin Alpha produced Moliere’s “Merchant 
Gentleman” last spring with students of Ripon College. 
* + * * 
Both Fairmount and Washburn colleges are to receive in the next four 
years large swings of money fiom the Kansas State Congregational Conference. 
* + * * 
Walter Kronsagen will be the Illinois Wesleyan representative in the Peace 
Contest this year. 
* * +. * 
Professor Somerville, one of the founders of Pi Kappa Delta, is to give a 
course in “The Bible as Literature” next year. 
* * * * 
Illinois Alpha held its annual initiation and banquet on April 30. There 
were three initiates, Several alumni members were present. 
as * i * 
Butler College (Ind.) won the triangular Cebate with Knox and Beloit 


Beloit had an even break on the decisions. 
* * * * 


Marquette University won both debates /n a triangle with Champion and 
Loyola Colleges. 
* c * * 
One-third of the college students go to the devil; one-third are just aver- 
age; and one-third rule the world.—Exchange. 
* * . 7 
Harry Ruckteschel of Illinois Beta is vice-president of the Eureka College 
Y. M. C, A. for the coming year. 
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EXCHANGES 


The Pyramid of Sigma Tau, honorary Engineering Fraternity, has an in- 
teresting article on “Chemistry Warriors” in its issue of May, 1920. 


* * * * 


In the May issue of the Quarterly of Phi Alpha Delta, legal fraternity, Su- 
preme Justice August R. Rendigs, Jr., gives a valuable discussion of the 
function of the alumnichapter. He points out what an inspiration and what a 
force for good such a chapter may become if its membership is organized and 
sessions are arranged at which the interests of the organization may be 
discussed by experienced and successful alumni, We believe that some of 
our chapters are developing in the very best direction when they are en- 
couraging the return of alumni members at a given time of the year and are 
taking into their chapters former successful debaters and orators who at- 
tended college before the installation of Pi Kappa Delta. The Phi Alpha 
Delta Quarterly is an exceedingly attractive magazine and contains manv 
things that are thoroughly worth while. 

* * * + 

The Speaker of Tau Kappa Alpha for April contains a significant editorial 
on the Revival of Oratory, It finds that the war with its manifold activi- 
ties created a demand for oratory and accustomed the people to it and that 
this demand has not ceased. The Speaker thinks that oratory was never 
more alive than today and that it was never more effective. 

oa * + * 

We are glad to welcome again among our exchanges The Quaker Campus, 

published at Whittier College, Whittier, California. 


co e co od 


(Illinois Wesleyan Argus) 


With the close of the war came a rejuvenation of oratorical activities. As 
with all forensics, oratory suffered a dampening of ardor during the conflict, 
but it is coming rapidly into its own again with increased vigor, The pro- 
hibition contest has passed into history, of course. but the Peace contest is 
taking its place and is coming back strong this spring, with an increase in 
prizes and in entries. State contests and inter-collegiate contests are also 
springing up again and are offering better prizes and more inducements to 
oratorical aspirants. The nation is in need of men with leading abilities 
and the ability to speak well is one of the greatest of these. Hence the 
added impetus which is being given forensic activities and particularly ora- 
torical activities this year and in the coming years. 

Of no little significance are the college contests in oratory, To pick men 
for state and special contests there must be college preliminaries and the 
surge of re-awakening interest in oratory is being felt in every college in 
the middle west. Most colleges are having strong contests this year, and are 
expecting even keener competition next season. 


(Orange and Black of Oklahoma A. & M.) 


Debating plans for next year are not completed. There are some hopeful 
prospects of forming a triangular debate with Kansas Agricultural College 
and Washington University of St. Louis. Challenges have already been re- 
ceived from South Dakota Wesleyan and Nebraska Wesleyan universities. 
Colorado Aggies have challenged the A. and M, girls to debate, also. Besides, 
Professor Pelsma is planning to organize an Cklahoma Debating League, in- 
cluding all the colleges of the state. 

When asked to what he contributed our unusual success in debating this 
year, Mr. Pelsma said, “The success of the teamg this year is due to hard 
work and cooperation on the part of the teams—not the student body. The 
student body doesn’t know that debating is a part of the student activity of 
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the College, if their attendance on the debates and their general interest 
may be taken as gauge. Hard work and plenty of it will win any contest, 
besides it’s the only thing that will win.” 
* * * * 
(Phreno Cosmian of Dakota Wesleyan) 

Never before in the history of Wesleyan has the demand for capable men 
in the field of oratcry been so keen. In presenting the situation to the stu- 
dents in chapel last Tuesday, Prof, Veatch, head of the department of speech 
said in part: “The significant point for you students is that McCarty is go 
ing to leave us, and in his going, Wesleyan loses the last of a group of ora- 
tors who have been taking almost everything inthis line for several years,” 

Giving Wesleyan’s record in forensics since the inter-collegiate oratory 
started in Scuth Dakota, he Ceclared that D. U. stood among the foremost 
of all the colleges in the United States, having won first or second place in 
40 out of 45 contests. 

“But” he said, “McCarty is leaving and it is up to you to keep up Wes- 
leyan’s record. Orations don’t happen—they are the results of months of 
thought and application. Yankton, has accused us of having a debating 
machine, We let the accusation stand. And why not build up an oratorical 
machine which will sweep the state like our debate machine has.’ Veatch 
then gave a call for at least a dozen men to start working on orations for 
next year. 

Now that the girls’ debate team has returned we learn why they couldn't 
win. When the coach of the opposing team sits with a judge, when the 
opposing debaters jump up and interrupt the speaker, and when the home 
audience applauds the interruption, thereby taking up the speaker's time, it 
is too much to expect our girls to win. And this is just what happened at 


In every other respect the were very courteous to our team. They 
entertained our girls royally and even had helf the auditorium decorated in 
our colors, But they allowed the desire to win at any cost to get the better 
of them. During the contest an observer would have thought that football 
rules were being observed and that “get the other fellow’s goat” was the 
slogan. Not only did the debaters evidence this tendency, but the crowd 
was also anxious to help win by annoying the visiting speakers. 

It is unfortunate that this situation was allowed to develop. Heretofore 
our debate relations with have been very cordial. But the recent 
occurrence Was most unpleasant. 


(Southwestern Collegian) 

It has been said that the cultured man or woman is the one who knows 
what to do and how to do it irrespective of circumstances. 

Of all the factors which enter into this many-sided cultural development. 
the literary societies are one of the most potent. The possession of a fund 
of facts is not necessarily knowledge. The ability to use this information 
intelligently and pleasingly in our relations with others is the supreme tesf. 
In inculeating this ability Southwestern’s literary societies excel, The 
preparation and presentation of papers, pariicipation in oratory and debate, 
and actual experience in impromptu and extemporaneous speaking afford 
a literary training which supplements very materially the academic work of 
the college 

Real progress comes only through the exertion cf the highest efforts. The 
individual society member, realizing that his success or failure in turn 
reacts upon his society, spurs himself to his best. Actual and tangible im- 
rrovement is made possible through the eccnstructive criticisms of both the 
preliminary censor and the critics 

The pride in society excellence and the reward of individual improvement 
are supplemented by society competitive awards of honor. 





DeBaTiING Team, 1920, CaALiroRNta ALPHA, UNIVERSIry OF REDLANDS 
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« QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS > 


(this is a new depa tment of THE FORENSIC. We hope that it will nave 
the support of the membership.) 





Q. We are going to have a reunion banquet of all ex-forensic people of 
the eollege during commencement. Can we take in members that are eligi- 
ble but are no longer in school, who either have graduated or have left? 


A, You may take into your chapter members that are eligible because of 
participation in intercollegiaate oratory or debate even though they are no 
longer in school, These may be considered as either graduate or inactive 
members. They would be required to pay the regular initiation fee and to 
fill out the membership application blank. A group of graduate members of 
this type brought together during Commencement Week furnishes a most 
valuable backing for forensic work in an institution. 


Q. I am puzzled over my application for an advanced degree. Here is my 
record: Second place in a state oratorical centest with four contestants, In 
three intercollegiate debates, all on different questions, I was on the win- 
ning side in all three, Am I, ‘by virtue of my participation in the oratorical 
contest, entitled to the Degree of Special Distinction, although I have en- 
gaged in only three debates? 


A. In this case the National Council ruled that the applicant is entitled to 
the degree of Special Distinction. 


Q. I would like to know what is done in other places with regard to giv- 
ing letters, prizes, or Pi Kappa Delta keys to those entitled to them. Is it 
customary to award keys or do the members buy their own? I should like 
to know the opinion of those who have had experience in this matter. 


A. The Editor also would like to know, His impression is that in most 
places it is customary for the members to Luy their own keys, although in 
one chapter at least, Kansas Zeta, the key is conferred upon those winning 
it by the institution in which the chapter is located. Oklahoma Alpha we 
believe, was trying to have the same custom established but with what suc- 
cess we have not heard. 


Since the Redlands debaters’ victory at Stanford last year Clyde Reid has 
been trying to get Redlands to meet the University of California debaters. 
He has grown so enthusiastic on the subject that he has offered to defray 
the travelling expenses of the Redlands team to Berkeley and _ return. 
Clyde says he will take them in his seven passenger machine and show 
them a “real good time.” Clyde has been authorized to go ahead and 
schedule the debate. 


The University of Redlands will meet Morningside at Redlands, Whittier 
College at Redlands, and University of Arizona at Tucson this year. The de- 
bate proposition with Morningside will be: “Resolved, that Immigration 
into the U. S. should be further restricted by law.” Redlands will meet Po- 
mona College in a Freshman debate. 





Arthur D. Jacobsen, U. of R, '17 and Professor of Economies at Iowa Wes- 


leyan last year, is now in the economics department of the University of 
Montana. 








18 THE FORENSIC 


National Council Grants Three Petitions 


As we go to press, the National Council has granted a petition to estab- 
lish a chapter in Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Carolina. This insti- 
tution represents the best educational tra‘litions of the South, It has an 
exceptionally strong literary society situation. We are glad to welcome 
them into our Order. 

The petition from Bradley Polytechnic Institute which has been before the 
National Council since the beginning of the school year has been grantel 
upon receipt of favorable action from the local chapters in Illinois and upon 
the clear showing made by Bradley that it is now an institution clearly ip 
the province of Pi Kappa Delta and is doing a grade of forensic work which 
Pi Kappa Delta need not hesitate to recognize. 


The petition just received from Montana Wesleyan is now before the Na- 
tional Council, That it will be granted is a foregone conclusion as Montan’ 
Wesleyan is on the list approved by the last national convention. Boti 
Bradley and Montana Wesleyan are promising institutions in their respec- 
tive fields and are excellent additions to our chapter roll. 


The Redlands chapter staged a debate a few days before the election on 
the California Anti-Alien Land Law, which is aimed at the Japs. The af- 
firmative or Japanese side won. The debaters were: Affirmative, George 
Finley and Cecil Stewart; Negative, Douglas McPhee and George Brown. 
All are members of the Redlands chapter. The Farmers’ Protective League, 
a Japanese campaign organization, gave the winners fifty dollars and the 
losers twenty-five. The boys donated the prize money toward the expenses 
of the debate team which will make the trip to Arizona next spring. 


The Redlands chapter plans to put on some one act plays in the near 
future, the proceeds to be used for the Arizona debate. The chapter put on 
a play just before the first National Convention of Pi Kappa Delta to send 
its debaters on their first trip east in 1916. 


Clyde C. Reid, winner of second place in the Southern California Oratori- 
cal contest in 1919 has just returned to Redlands University from Honolulu. 
He spent last year in the University of California. Reid will be out for de- 
bate and oratory again. 
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